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How to fix
Campbell
Park Elem.

Massage
therapy in
Gulfport

BY FRANK DROUZAS

BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Back in school, our teachers instilled in us a very
fundamental approach to
problem solving: before we
can organize ideas, we
must brainstorm. And
that’s just what parents,
pastors and teachers did
last Wed., Oct. 2 at the
Enoch Davis Center, 1111
18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
On a mission to tackle
some of the pressing issues
at Campbell Park Elementary and find solutions that
will bring about positive
changes, Robert Ovalle,
the school’s principal, addressed those in attendance and asked simply:
“How can we improve our
school through a community aspect?”
As a result of a newly
forged partnership with
Faith Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church, several
pastors were present to
take a hands-on approach
in effecting sorely needed
change at the school located at 1051 7th Ave S. St.
Petersburg.
“Faith
Memorial
adopted Campbell Park
several weeks ago as a result of a nationwide program called ‘Adopt a
School,’” said Pastor Martin Rainey. “We’re a church
that finds that schools have
certain needs and have

See SCHOOL, page 7

L-R, Chris Matt, Derrick Grays, Milton Mobley and Jason Gaskin.



BY MARLO SCOTT
Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG – St.
Petersburg native Milton
Mobley loves sports, and
not just watching them. He
was the most outstanding
basketball player of his time
while at Dixie Hollins. He
even went on to play for St.
Petersburg Junior College
until a knee injury derailed
his career.
Even though his dreams
of playing professional ball
were over, his love for

The move from the
court to barbershop owner
didn’t happen overnight, it
took a lot of years and plenty
of hard work to become the
successful business owner
that greets you when you
walk into Sports Cuts.
After the knee injury, he
took a job as a sheet metal
mechanic for about 12
years. After having his first
child, he realized that his job
wouldn’t leave him anytime
to be a father so he turned
in his resignation.
He decided to revisit a

skill he learned as a child,
and promptly enrolled at
Florida State International
Barber Academy.
“I’ve always wanted to
be a barber. I use to practice
on my brother and my
friends in the neighborhood,” Mobley said.
Upon graduating from
barber school he went to
work at Ted’s Barber Shop
located on 18th Avenue
South and 31st Street. Thirteen years went by as he
worked and studied under
See HAIR, page 7

Two of St. Pete’s finest to celebrate retirement
next week
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

Robert Ovalle, principal
of Campbel Park Elem.

sports kept him in the
game. He figured if he
couldn’t be a professional
athlete, he could surround
himself with them.
Walking into his barbershop, the walls look like the
who’s who of professional
sports. You’ll find autographed pictures of former
boxing champions Winky
Wright and Jeff Lacy; football players Warren Sapp,
Louis Murphy Jr. and a host
of other football stars,
wrestlers, baseball and basketball players.

ST. PETERSBURG —
On Sept. 11, Sergeant Al
White and Assistant Chief
Cedric Gordon retired
from the St. Petersburg
Police
Department
(SPPD) after 33 years of
service. The retirement
celebration is scheduled
for Fri., Oct. 18 at the
Bayfront Hilton, 333 1st St.
S. Tickets cost $30.
Gordon and White
began with the SPPD together in 1980 as police
cadets and in 1981 they

graduated from the Pinellas County Police Academy. Both advanced
steadily in their careers
though they followed different paths.
Gordon has served as
a detective specializing in
surveillance and covert operations; sergeant; supervisor for a crack cocaine
operation; lieutenant and
Watch Commander; major
and District Commander;
and finally, Assistant Chief
of the Administrative Services Bureau.
See RETIRE, page 4

See MASSAGE, page 7

                  

Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Catering service is available.



                   

Tony & Nello's

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

Patricia
Williams-Preaster

Civilians Cedric Gordon, left, and Al White.



Dine In or
Carry Out!

GULFPORT – With encouragement from friends,
family and former patients,
professional massage therapist Patricia WilliamsPreaster is doing what she
loves most, promoting
healthy bodies.
Williams-Preaster recently opened Massage
With Healing Touch in
Gulfport, but this is not her
first time out the gate. She
opened her first business
on Central Avenue in 1995
being only one of two
African-American massage
therapists
in
Pinellas
County.
“It’s God’s gift,” said
Williams-Preaster as she reflected on the incident that
launched her career. “I was
in a bad car accident in
1992. I was hurting from
head to toe.”
Suffering from bone
spurs, Williams-Preaster
was not a happy patient of
Canadian chiropractor, Dr.
Antoine Mosca. Before one
of her therapy sessions, she
looked around his office
and made a revealing comment to the doctor.
“I noticed that 60 percent of your patients are
black but not one of your
employees are! [sic]”
“You’ll be the first,” responded Dr. Mosca who
would become her mentor
for many years afterwards.
Williams-Preaster left
Honeywell after nine years
to pursue her dream of becoming a massage therapist. Although her new
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By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parental and community engagement: How will
replacing FCAT with Common Core State Standards impact
increasing parental, church and community engagement in
elementary schools?
Parental/guardian, church and community engagement is defined as contacting the school at least three
times a week during the school year when the child is not
in trouble.
Increased engagement by Parent/guardian, church
and community is urgent!
Since many parents are not able to physically visit the
school three times a week, the use of Portal/Parent Connect is at their disposal 24 hours a day via the internet.
Also, visits during school concerts, field trips, familyschool festivals, lunch with your child and other special
activities all count as being engaged in their child’s schooling.
“Our children are our future.” Is true!
Children are challenged every day in their studies.
Now even more so, in that, the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) will require substantial increased engagement by parent/guardian, church and community.
Also it is extremely important that parents and teachers strive to increase their relationships with one another.
(This can be done if parents interact with teachers three
times a week when the child is not in trouble.)
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS are here!
FCAT will be replaced by CCSS! CCSS will place
greater demands on engagement by parent/guardian,
church and community.
CCSS test was adopted by 45 states, the District of Columbia, two territories, and Florida is one of them. If a family had to move from one state to another, CCSS greatly
facilitates transition between the 45 states.
Again, FCAT will be replaced by CCSS!
Parents you should know that some students are still
completing different parts of FCAT until the 2014-15
school year; however, Florida will replace portions of the

FCAT with a new assessment aligned to the Common
Core State Standards.
This assessment will be tougher and require a higher
level of academic mastery – it will challenge your child in
new ways. By providing concrete examples and expectations for student achievement, students gain a deeper understanding of the most important concepts they need to
be successful in life.
Also, importantly, the standards give teachers more
flexibility to develop more creative content in their classroom and not have To Teach-For-The-Test. Again, there
is an urgent need to increasing parental involvement.
The Parent Support for Education Council, Inc., a
local community organization will host an Education
SUMITT #9, Sat., Oct. 19. Make plans to be there.
The Summit will focus on:
What are the Common Core Standards?
What do these Common Core Standards hope to
achieve?
What is the role of the parent/caregiver, faith-based
community and community in implementing these standards?
Where can the community go for help?
How will these standards be measured?
Pastor Rainey is the President of the Parent Support For
Education Council, Inc., Chairman JWB South County
Community Council and also serves as Outreach Pastor for
Faith Memorial MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior Pastor. Pastor Rainey may be contacted:
mrainey390@verizon.net or call (727) 420-1326
The Parent Council meets every third Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at the Resource Center, located at 1800
18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, adjacent to Faith Memorial
Missionary Baptist Church. The community is welcome.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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Why pay for the money
you’ve earned?
In September, St. Petersburg City
Council chairman, Karl Nurse, joined
Hillsborough County Commission
chairman, Ken Hagan, to announce the
launch of the Bank on Tampa Bay initiative. Its mission is to help people keep
more of the money they earn while providing them with financial education
and the tools they need to make the
most of their earnings.
An expansion of the Bank on St. Pete
program, Bank on Tampa Bay’s goals
are to raise awareness among unbanked
and under-banked individuals regarding
the benefits of opening and maintaining
a bank account, as well as to provide access to quality financial education so
that opening an account is just one of
several steps toward improved financial
stability and security. Bank on Tampa
Bay maintains a calendar of financial education classes at www.BankonTB.com.
By using check cashing services
rather than mainstream financial services such as banks and credit unions, an
estimated 250,000 Tampa Bay area residents are paying someone else to access money they’ve earned through
their own hard work. With an average
cost of $40 to cash a payroll check at forprofit check-cashing services, this practice could cost a worker somewhere in
the neighborhood of $40,000 over the
course of their whole career.
“Bank on Tampa Bay will address an
issue that hinders the local economy by
providing connections not only to banking services – but to financial education
as well. Helping people keep more of
the money they earn and providing
them with the information they need to
make the most of it, can provide an economic boost to the unbanked and
under-banked that will ripple through
the Tampa Bay region,” said St. Petersburg City Council chairman, Karl
Nurse.

Karl Nurse
Participating banks and credit
unions offer accounts with low or no
maintenance fees, low minimum opening balances, online banking and direct
deposit of paychecks, tax refund checks
and benefit checks. In addition and on
a case-by-case basis, participating banks
offer second chances for customers
who have had past missteps with checking accounts.
There are eight participating financial institutions with plans to add more.
The current participants are BB&T,
Fifth Third Bank, GTE Financial, PNC
Bank, Regions Bank, SunTrust, TD
Bank and Wells Fargo.
To learn more about the benefits of
having a checking or savings account or
to find financial education classes in
your area, visit www.BankonTB.com or
call 2-1-1.
Bank on Tampa Bay is an initiative
of the Pinellas Prosperity Partnership
and Tampa Bay Partners for Prosperity
in partnership with the Juvenile Welfare
Board of Pinellas County.

                     

   

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2013

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
One Worship: Four cultures, four faiths, one location
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Four different ethnic groups
representing four different
cultures in four different
congregations lay aside what
is different about them and
came together to embrace
their similarities. “One Worship,” is an inter-congregational
worship
and
fellowship service which
demonstrates a weekly occurrence at the Trinity Multicultural
Faith
Based
Center, 1150 49th St. N., St
Petersburg.
“When you look around
and see your fellow brothers
and sisters,” said Pastor Luis
Marrero, “this is how we can
imagine heaven to be like.
This is great and we should
enjoy the moment.”
Each week Anointed
Word Fellowship, the Lao
Ministry of St. Petersburg,
Trinity United Church of
Christ and Iglesias Pentecostal Cielos Abiertos share
the campus at Trinity Multicultural Faith Based Center.
Anointed Word Fellowship is a non-denominational,
multi-cultural
fellowship which features
more of a high energy praise
and worship service led by
Pastors Dexter and Wanda
McCree, an African-American husband and wife team.
Iglesias Pentecostal Cielos Abiertos is a Pentecostal
fellowship which also features a high energy praise
and worship service in Spanish. Iglesias Pentecostal is
led by Pastor Luis Marrero,
a Hispanic male.
Trinity United Church of
Christ is an open and affirming, multi-cultural fellowship
which features a traditional
praise and worship service
led by Rev. Jacquie Lewis, a
Caucasian female. Lao Ministry of St. Petersburg is a
Christian, Asian-American
fellowship which features a
moderate energy praise and
worship with a live band led
by Pastors Ranong Silakhom
and Sam Khampeenawath .
“One Worship” brought
together Asian dancers from
Laos and African-American
dancers who performed in
praise. It brought together a
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This diverse group meets at Trinity Multicultural Faith Based Center.

  

 
       
     

    


    



 
     
  
  

       
    



Caucasian female ministering to children and an
African-American male with
a Laotian interpreter preaching to adults. It brought together the Lao Ministry
band and Anointed Word
Fellowship’s Judah Praise
singers. Together, they all
brought a high spirited worship.
At one point of the service, each pastor spoke in
their own language saying
“we are on one accord; now
clap your hands in praise.” As
each congregation heard the
request, a wave of clapping
ensued. Before long, four dif-

ferent cultures and ethnicities were joined in praise.
After worshipping together, the congregations
shared dinner featuring na-

tive, cultural and traditional
dishes. Food descriptors
were on hand to describe the
various dishes and ingredients.
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To be a foster parent, you can be
single or married, have a family
of your own or be an “emptynester.” For more information,
call the Eckerd Recruitment Line
toll-free at 1-866-233-0790.
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Leaving a legacy of excellence
From RETIRE , page 1

By Jon Wilson

Blind Johnny Brown
Anyone remember blues and gospel
musician Johnny Brown?
Born in Montgomery, Ala. in 1910,
Brown knocked around the South for
years, playing street corners and honkytonks in Virginia, the Carolinas, Mississippi, Tennessee, Georgia and Florida,
where some sources say he first
showed up in 1925.
He ranged as far north and west as
St. Louis and Gary, Ind., but landed in
St. Petersburg for good in the 1960s,
where the folk music community considered him a local treasure.
He was one of the old-school bluesmen, singing songs like “Black Snake
Moan” and “Baby, Please Don’t Go”
while accompanying himself on a bottleneck slide guitar.
So authentic were his renditions, he
and his music became the subject of academic study, and earned recognition in
his adopted city. Reporters wrote several newspaper articles about him.
Sometimes he was on the program of
the St. Petersburg International Folk
Fair and he performed at the Florida
Folk Festival in White Springs.
An entire section is devoted to
Brown in “Drop on Down in Florida:
Field Recordings of African American
Traditional Music 1977-1980.” The
book came out in 2012, published by
Dust-to-Digital in Atlanta, and edited by
music scholar Dwight DeVane and
Blaine Waide, the State Folklorist with
the Florida Folklife Program. Two CDs
are included. Brown is heard singing
several songs.
Born sightless, he often was known
as Blind Johnny Brown. As a boy, he
learned to play the guitar in Norfolk, Va.
and recalled learning the words to an
old fiddle tune, Shortnin’ Bread. “You
take Sal, I’ll take Sue, and we’ll go down
to the barbeque!”
But he soon picked up songs by contemporaries such as Blind Lemon Jefferson, Tampa Red, Blind Boy Fuller
and Mississippi John Hurt. He played
with those musicians and was a sideman for renowned bluesman Jimmy
Reed.
“I’ve played at bars, whisky places

Blind Johnny Brown playing blues
on his resonator guitar.
Photographed by Peggy A. Bulger
on Jan. 18, 1977 in St. Petersburg.
and radio stations all over the country,”
he told a newspaper in 1978, the same
year he was recorded by folklorists at
St. Petersburg’s Neighborly Center, a
social service agency that helped
Brown when he fell ill with pneumonia
and was aching with arthritis.
“Sometimes I’d make $25 or $35 a
day. Other times, I wouldn’t get a
penny,” he said.
Brown and his kindred musical spirits had their era during the 1930s and
‘40s, when they brought rural blues and
gospel to the cities. They hit a bit of the
spotlight again in the 1960s during a nationwide folk music revival, which had
faded away by the decade’s later years.
The era’s tail end was when Brown
settled in St. Petersburg with nothing
much to do at first. He worked odd jobs,
including washing dishes in restaurants. Sometimes he’d still make a little
money playing, but it wasn’t like the old
days. “Oh, Lord, Lord, Lord, those years
are the memories, the best years of my
life,” he once said.
Blind Johnny Brown died on Sept.
14, 1981 in St. Petersburg. One of the
last old bluesmen is buried in Lincoln
Cemetery.
This is another in a series of articles
about African American heritage in
St. Petersburg. The African American
Heritage Association continues to collect
memorabilia. If you have photos, news
clippings or other material that you could
lend to the association, please let Jon
Wilson know via The Weekly Challenger.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

White and Gordon, shown here from Oct. 2012,
worked diligently right up until retirement.
White,
meanwhile,
served as a detective in the
Vice and Narcotics Division
and with the DEA Task
Force; a sergeant; supervisor of the Burglary Squad,
the Robbery Squad and
then the Homicide and Robbery Squad, the first black
sergeant to take these roles;
Acting Major of the Crimes
Against Persons Division;
and lastly, in the Robbery
Squad and Robbery and
Victim Advocate units.
“At that time, I was the
only black person in Vice
and Narcotics,” White said.
Gordon and White followed in the footsteps of the
“Courageous 12,” a group of
officers who in 1965 won a
lawsuit against SPPD for
equal rights and working
conditions for African
Americans.
“Historically, law enforcement agencies have
been one of the most racist
organizations in America”
According to Gordon
and White, when they
signed on with SPPD only
two African Americans
served as sergeants and
none were lieutenants or in
the K9 and Intelligence
units. Few were in Criminal
Investigations. Meanwhile,
others in SPPD, such as Dr.
Goliath Davis and Horace
Nero, served as role models for them.
“Nero shared a lot of the
history of the police department with us, things that he
and others during that time
went through: segregation,
lack of opportunities and
being relegated to only patrol what they called the
black parts of town,” White
said. “Dr. Davis opened up
opportunities to make sure
that [African Americans]
were looked at when it
came to promotions and
transfers.”
Gordon said that though
SPPD has made “great

strides” with diversity,
“Those who are in the know
in the police department
feel strongly that things are
retrogressing.
“You can retrogress in
many ways,” Gordon explained. “One is by not respecting and listening to the
opinions of your AfricanAmerican staff and senior
leadership, and by taking
them for granted. Candidly,
I felt like I wasn’t being listened to the last few years
of my career.”
According to an internal
report, as of August there
are 541 people serving
SPPD. Of those, 409 are
white while 78 are black.
Additionally, 38 are Hispanic, 12 are Asian and four
are Native American. Men
outnumber women, with
453 males and 88 females.
As for rank, the number of
white to black police officers is 349 to 59; sergeants,
43 to 11; lieutenants, 14 to
three; majors, five to three;
and assistant chiefs, two for
both races.
Police Chief Charles
“Chuck” Harmon said he
doesn’t think there is a
racial disparity at SPPD and
that they actively scout for
minority groups to join the
department. “I put a lot of
people of color in command
positions and we’re probably the most diverse staff
that this police department
has ever had,” Harmon
said.
Harmon added that the
opinions of diverse staff are
valuable to him. “That’s one
of the things that me as the
decision maker values—the
backgrounds people come
from when we make policies.”
White said he would like
to see SPPD demonstrate
more “fairness, principles,
structure and diversity.”
Both agreed that police relations with the community






are also lacking.
“Many of the staff aren’t
as involved with the community as they should be,”
Gordon said. “When you
have good community-police relations, you have accountability and trust. That
takes honesty from the staff
of the police department
and translates to reduction
of crime.”
Gordon and White have
mentored students in an effort to help keep them in
school and participated in
the Urban League crime
run, youth summits and
various church organizations. Gordon also hosted a
police radio talk show on
WRXB, “Police and Community Perspective,” in
which listeners called in to
talk about issues such as
education and restoring
their civil rights. Both have
received numerous awards
for their services within the
police department and in
the community.
“A lot of the major
strategies in the police department that had a real impact on crime came from
[White] and me,” Gordon
said. They targeted a group
of career criminals, run gun
abatement programs and attempted to rectify the fact
that much of the area crime
was by African American
youths.
“We talked to … AfricanAmerican males and provided them with different
opportunities, flyers with information on how to get a
GED or find jobs,” Gordon
said. “I think one of our
greatest accomplishments
was trying to get the police
department to look at crime
in a comprehensive way,
not just locking people up
and throwing away the
keys—that has no long
term effect. We stop crime
through other means, like
education.”

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 











Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389



 


 
     
  
  



The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 9th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”




 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



 
  

 





 
 
 



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida


Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.








 



CHURCH NEWS
10th Street Church of God

St. Mark MBC
82nd
ANNIVERSARY
KICK-OFF CELEBRATION
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, an invitation to
join us as we celebrate our 82nd
church anniversary. Our theme
is St. Mark celebrating 82 years
of Faith: A Journey through
Time and Eternity. Our celebration begins with a Family and
Friends Day Cookout on the St.
Mark church grounds Sat., Oct.
12 as we enjoy food and fun festivities from 12-4 p.m. Sun., Oct.
13 during the 10:45 a.m. worship service begins the kick-off
service with nightly services
being held nightly Oct. 16-18
beginning at 7 p.m. and culminating with services at 10:45
a.m. worship serves October
20. We invite the larger community to join in celebrating 82
years of the favor of God with
us.
Events for October

Oct. 7-12 - 98th Annual Session of the Florida Progressive
Baptist Association-Mt. Pleasant M. B. Church, Tampa.
Oct. 9 - Min. Thomas Whitlock speaks at Opening Program, 9:30 a.m.
Oct. 10 - Pastor Brown
speaks to Senior Women at
9 a.m.
Oct. 12 - Pastor Brown
conducts WIA Workshop at
9:35 a.m.
Oct. 12 - Family & Friends
Day Cookout at Mark (Noon
to 4 p.m.)
Oct. 13 - Kick-off Service
for Church Anniversary during 10:45 a.m. worship service.
St. Mark Celebrating 82 years
of Faith: “A Journey Through
Time and into Eternity.”
Oct. 16-18 - Week-night Anniversary Services 7 nightly.
Oct. 20 - Anniversary Finale during 10:45 morning
worship
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.

Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

sermons laced with God’s love
and lectures about the Family.
This is a free event; register
now for nightly classes. Sister
Sharon Wilson, Director of
Christian Education.
Nov. 10 and 17: 16th/36th
Pastor’s and Family Appreciation Celebration. “Remember
your leaders who spoke the
word of God to you. Consider
the outcome of their way of life
and imitate their faith. Have
confidence in your leaders and
submit to their authority, because they keep watch over
you as those who must give an
account. Do this so that their
work will be a joy not a burden, for that would be of no
benefit to you” - Hebrews 13:7
and 17, NIV.
Have you found the key?

If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
worship experiences are 7:45
and 10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Join us each Wednesday
for Noonday Bible Study or
each Wednesday night at 7
p.m. as we study in the book of
Mark - Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Community Baptist Church
For 90 years, from Georgia
Baptist to Second Bethel to
Bethel Community Baptist
Church, Bethel has been “On
the Bethel Trail” providing
spiritual growth to this community. The observance of this
milestone in Bethel’s history
will occur in the month of October.
EspiritDe Corps, “The
Body Spirit” is the theme our
Pastor, Dr. Manuel L. Sykes
has chosen from James 2:26.

“For the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also.” This ia
our challenge for the year, to
be filled, to come to life, to
unify and to demonstrate a living faith.
Bethel will fellowship with
other churches from the community on each Wednesday at
7 p.m. in recognition of this
momentous occasion. Oct. 16
Pastor John A. Evans, Friendship Missionary Baptist

He faithfully preaches the
good news to all who need to
hear that Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, is our Lord and
Savior. Many have been
brought to salvation and have
had their lives changed for
the better through Pastor
Bell’s powerful preaching,
servant leadership and pastoral care.
Our First Lady, Sister
Carlotta Bell, will be celebrated during morning worship on Oct. 13 at 10:45 a.m.
The guest speaker will be
Rev. Dr. Maxine Woodside,
Associate Pastor, 34th Street

Church of God, Tampa.
We look forward to this
special time of praise and
thanks to God as we honor
these dynamic, yet humble
servants of God. The congregation of 10th Street Church
of God extends a warm invitation and welcome to all to join
them in celebrating this wonderful occasion

First Mt. Zion
The First Mt. Zion Unity
Day Committee presents
their annual “100 Men and
Women in Black and White”
program. This year will feature a worship service with
Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist

Church, Largo, in charge.
All are invited to come
out in your black and white as
the Reverend Jerry Booker
and his congregation, lead us
in this spiritual celebration.
The service will take place

Sunday afternoon, October
13 at 4 p.m.
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121, 22nd Street South
where Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

Bethel Metropolitan MBC

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
Mark your calendar:
Oct. 5 - November 9: “33
THE SERIES.” A model to
reach the MEN in our church
and community. Now is the
time to register and order your
study guide. Church Office:
727-906-8300.
Oct. 20 - 23 at 7 p.m.
nightly: The Annual Family
Life Bible Conference. “THE
FAMILY - LET’S STAY TOGETHER.” Come join us for

10th Street Church of
God is celebrating Pastor
Ronald L. Bell’s 13th Anniversary Oct. 20 at 11 a.m. Rev.
Dr. Rene Evans, Pastor,
Treasure City Church of
God, Jacksonville will be
guest speaker.
The Prophet Isaiah said:
“How beautiful are the feet of
those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace, who
bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to
Zion, ‘You God reigns.’”
This proclamation aptly
describes Pastor Bell’s ministry over the past 13 years.

Church. Oct. 23 Genesis Worship Center Church, Pastor
Michael T. Cullbreth. The culminating service will take
place Sunday morning Oct. 27
at 9:30 with Pastor Wayne E.
Wilson, United Community
Baptist Church. The entire
community of friends and family are invited to participate in
this celebration.
For more information,
please call 727-866-2567.

Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House to the City,”
under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston extends
an invitation to the community to join us as we declare
the living Word of God. Join
us at 9:00 am for Sunday
School and at 10:15 am worship service. Bible Study and
Teen Summit/Children Rising are held Wednesdays at 7
p.m.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching min-

istry; with priorities focused
on Love, Forgiveness, Unity,
Peace and Growth. We celebrate in worship, we care for
one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Building a Stronger Congregation and Community to
the Glory of God. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line.
(727-321-9645)

The Youth Ministry of
Bethel Metropolitan invites
the community to join us October 31for our annual Harvest Fest, the Christian
alternative to Halloween.
Fun, food, games, and music
for the entire family from 6-8
p.m. (No costumes please)
COME AND SHARE WITH
US!!
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sports Cuts: Gets
you in the game

A community town hall meeting to help
Campbell Park Elem. succeed

From HAIR , page 1

From SCHOOL, page 1

one of the best master barbers in the business.
It was there at Ted’s Barber Shop where he got a taste
of hanging out with professional players. His favorite
memory is when Ozzie Smith
of the St. Louis Cardinals was
sitting in his chair.
“He handed me an autograph and told me to never
sell it, and I didn’t. I still have
it to this day,” Mobley reminisced.
After the riots in 1996, the
St. Petersburg Times distribution building went up for
sell on 18th Avenue, and
Mobley jumped at the chance
to buy it. So during the last
four years that he worked for
Ted’s, he owned the building
that would be the future site
of Sports Cuts.
Working alongside of Ted
for all those years paid off, for
there he learned to encourage others and help them
learn the ins and outs of being
their own boss. People such
as John Green, owner of Legends Hair Studio for Men and
Xtreme Cutz Studio’s owner
Don Ware were once under
his tutelage.
Mobley provides an environment for young barbers to
learn how to build their skills
and their confidence. He
shares the walk-in customers
so that the newest members
can build a clientele.
He’s also proud of his barbershop’s reputation for
being open at the crack of
dawn. While most people are
hitting snooze on the alarm
clock, Sports Cuts is open and
ready for business by 6 a.m.
“You’d be surprised at
who all comes at that time.
Some customers are on their
way to work some have just
grown accustomed to coming
early and getting in and out,”
he said.
Mobley would like to encourage every young barber
out there to take their chosen
profession seriously.
“This is not a game. Take
pride in your work and how
you present yourself as a barber…It would be wise of you
to learn how to properly manage your money. This is vital
in making preparations for
your future,” he warned.
When not cutting hair,
you can still find Mobley at
Sports Cuts tending shop.
When he does venture out,
look for him at the gym. He
has been a licensed strengthbuilding trainer for 17 years
and attends a variety of games
and tournaments.
With free time as a luxury,
ever moment he can steal
away he spends with his wife,
Dena, relaxing at home.
When the kids, Ryan and
Chaye, were young they used
to hit the road, but since they
are empty nesters, home is
the place they want to be.
In the future Mobley
would like to continue
strength training, but in his
own gym. Being such a smart
and successful businessman
now, there is no doubt that
one day he’ll add a gym to his
portfolio.
Derrick Grays
Originally from the west
coast, Derrick Grays relocated to Pinellas County in
2000 bringing with him 26
years of experience.
Having uncles and aunts
in the hair industry, it is no
wonder that this master barber/stylist decided to throw
his hat in the ring. When he
was in his early 20s his
mother, Joyce Gibson, told
him she would help him open
a shop if he would go to
school and get licensed. He
did just that.
“The shop was called Afro
Centric Barbershop and it existed for about eight years. It
did well; we made good

money and I was known all
over the San Diego and Los
Angeles areas,” Grays said.
Grays went on to compete
in hair shows such as Bronner Brothers, Black & Gold,
and Hair Wars. Every year he
competed in the Mr. Black
San Diego contest where he
was a platform artist.
Cutting the hair of sports
figures is nothing new to
Grays, he’s had his hands in
San Diego Chargers’ Natrona
Means, Tim Brown’s hair;
basketball players, track runners and even Iron Mike
Tyson.
But, there is a softer side
of Grays. If a relaxer or up do
is what you need, come sit in
his chair.
Married with three
daughters, taking care of his
girls’ hair is a full-time job.
He’s also a Licensed Practical
Nurse, a job he’s been doing
almost as long as he’s been
doing hair.
When he takes off his barbering and nursing hat, you’ll
either find him at United Skating where he’s a skate instructor or out on his boat
fishing. On Sundays the
Grays family attends Mt. Zion
Progressive where the Rev.
Louis Murphy presides over
Revealing Truth Ministries
where Pastors Greg and Deborah Powe watch over their
flock.
Chris Matt
St. Petersburg native
Chris Matt knew he wanted to
be a barber as far back as high
school where he’d cut his
friend’s hair in the bathrooms
and locker rooms of Lakewood High School. He setup
shop in his mother’s garage,
the late Edna Matt, but she
had bigger plans for him.
With motherly love, she
encouraged him to move out
of her garage and to get serious about a career. He started
school at Pinellas Technical
Education Center (pTEC)
and soon found work in a barbershop.
Not completing the
course at pTEC, he spent
about 10 years working without being fully licensed.
When he decided he wanted
to go back to school, he transferred his hours to Sun State
Academy, passed his state
board exams and started taking his profession serious.
He worked at LA Clippers
for about seven years, and in
2004 landed a job at Sports
Cuts. After taking a detour
with his education, he has
some sage words for up and
comers.
“After you have been in
school for 1200 hours and
owe the school all that money,
please get what you have
strived for. Learn the rules of
this industry and remember
that you are in school for one
reason, to make yourself
proud,” Matt stated.
The proud father of two
spends most of his free time
with his kids, and if you are a
member of Mt. Zion Progressive you’ll be able to spot the
three on Sundays.
One thing this writer
knows is that Rev. Murphy’s
congregation should have the
best hair in town with the majority of Sports Cuts sitting in
its pews.
Jason Gaskin
Born and raised in Pinellas County, Jason Gaskin has
always had the desire to create. While attending Dixie
Hollins High School, he decided to pick up the clippers,
giving in to his creative passion.
“I have always desired art
and I am a creative person so
I figured that I could use my
gift to become a barber,” said

Gaskin.
After teaching himself
how to properly hold clippers,
Gaskin began practicing by
cutting his own hair. “I have
seen a haircut done a thousand times and I am a person
who observes things closely,
so I knew I could master this
kill.”
And that he did. In 2004,
this former point guard on the
Dixie Hollins basketball team,
graduated from Loraine’s
Academy and began to hone
his craft.
To Gaskin, there is more
to being a professional barber
than mastering techniques.
It’s about understanding the
client’s lifestyle. Gaskin explains that there are three
types of barbers, the first
being the “techniques barber.”
“This barber sticks to the
same technique on each person without considering the
shape of the persons head or
the texture of their hair.”
Gaskin’s second type of
barber is the one that only
pays attention to numbers. If
a person wants a number two
at the top and a number one
on the sides, that’s what
they’ll get.
“It’s all about skills as a
barber, not just technique.
You must take quite a bit into
consideration such as how
the hair flows and how to
compensate for the pattern
and the cowlicks,” he said.
Gaskin’s third barber is
the creative type.
“This type of barber is one
who can cut your hair and create a style just based off looking at the person’s head. They
consider the texture of the
hair and last but not least, the
client’s occupation.”
This master barber considers himself as the latter of
the three.
At Sports Cuts, Gaskin is
positioned in a quiet corner
that was created especially for
him.
“I love my space. It fits my
character perfectly so that I
may minister to the clients
who mostly come just for that.
I believe that this is the type of
career where you can have
the opportunity to touch the
client,” he confided.
He is a deep thinker and
believes that as barber and
hairstylist, you become a
counselor in some way.
“We are living in a world
that is driven by money, but
everything materialistic fades
and rots. What last forever is
the soul and the spirit. I would
advise anyone who is in this
business to take advantage of
the opportunity to learn about
themselves and others,” he
stated.
Happily married to the
lovely Tonya Gaskin and a
proud father of two teenagers,
when not at the shop, you can
find him at the 20th Street
Church of Christ or coaching
his little league team, which
he’s done for the past nine
years.
“I have definitely received
more than I’ve given from the
players on the team. Any time
a man makes a commitment
it cannot be a selfish endeavor. You must consider
the welfare of others,” Gaskin
finished.
Sports Cuts is located at
3166 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg and is open from 6 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays and Thursdays and Fridays. The shop is closed on
Wednesdays and Saturday
hours are 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays are set aside for the Lord
and their families.
For more information,
please give the shop a call at
(727) 323-8388.

placed ourselves at their
disposal.”
Ovalle had a specific
strategy for this town hall
meeting—the
parents,
teachers and pastors split
up into intimate groups
and each group was asked
to conceptualize answers
for two all-important questions: What are some challenges at Campbell Park
that hinder learning, and
what solution do you have
for these challenges?
Extremely low test
scores and generally poor
showings in academics are
some of the most urgent
concerns for the students
of the elementary school.
But a plethora of challenges were identified, including
lack
of
transportation,
limited
communication between
students and teachers, inadequate supplies and, of
course, electronic distractions such as television,
cell phones and video
games.
Some parents voiced
concern over any bullying
that might be going on, as
they want their children to
feel safe within the school
environment. Yet with all
the in-depth problems that
will likely require an uphill
struggle to remedy, one of
the chief hindrances to an
effective learning environment at the school is simply persistent tardiness.
“Ten percent of the student populace and above
is tardy every day,” declared Pastor Clarence
Williams, “that’s a big
number!”
Williams
seemed in disbelief that
one of the biggest issues
for a school of almost 650
students was one that
should be the easiest to
fix. “Why are they late?
That’s my question. Does
the road have a pothole in
it? What’s going on?”
Leaving school early is
also an issue for some students. “School starts at
8:30 a.m. and ends at 3:30

p.m. I would like to know
why the parents pick up
their children at two
o‘clock,” Williams said.
Yet in addressing the second of the key questions
during the small group
brainstorming sessions,
parents and teachers
came up with many possible solutions that may in
time be put into place,
such as incentives for
punctuality, diversity training for the school staff, an
increase in parental involvement, a greater involvement for parents and
students in church and
community events, and
general promotion of positive reinforcement.
“Over 93 percent of
our students are from this
neighborhood and we
wanted to get the community involved,” said Elvert
Stephens, the community
liaison at Campbell Park.
“While I was growing up
we believed that it takes a
community to raise one
child so we want our community to definitely make

a difference for our
school.”
Principal
Ovalle
echoed that sentiment:
“We believe we can make
a difference starting with
one kid at a time.”
In next week’s edition:
More on Campbell Park’s
transformation.

Massage With Healing Touch open for business
From MASSAGE, page 1

pursuit may have outwardly appeared unusual,
she was actually continuing a family tradition.
“My grandmother was
a reflexologist,” she said.
“Every Sunday after service my grandmother massaged the feet of church
members. At that time, it
was called reflexology.”
Williams-Preaster, the
daughter of Leroy Scottone of the pioneer drivers
of Blue Star Cab 26, set out

to blaze her own trail in the
new massage therapy field
in 1995 when she opened
her first business in Midtown.
“Massage Therapy is
more than loosening a
knot in the neck because it
moves fluids, lymphatic
fluids and blood out of
clogged areas in the body,”
said Williams-Preaster, reflecting passionately on
her profession.
She has worked on

many clients in the Tampa
Bay area including the
Ferg family of Ferg’s
Sports Bar and Grill fame,
and former undisputed
middleweight
boxing
champion Winky Wright.
She eagerly looks forward to servicing Pinellas
residents in her new location at 5022 Gulfport Blvd.
S. For appointments, her
office can be contacted at
(727) 289-7209.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gibbs High 2013 Homecoming: Eight decades of Gladiator pride
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Gibbs
High
School
crowned their 2013 Homecoming King and Queen
last Friday night October 4
during the half-time ceremonies. The evening began
with a spectacular display
of blue and gold Gladiator
pride as the Homecoming
parade circled the football
field under the backdrop of
a classic Florida sunset.
The Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps led the
procession consisting of the
Gibbs High School Band, the
Cheerleading Squad, Majorettes dancers, and multiple
student clubs. Highlighting

the parade was the 2013
Homecoming motorcade featuring ninth grade Princess
L’Kherra Thomas and escort,
tenth grade Princess Tehira
Welch and escort, eleventh
grade Princess Rodtavia McCall and escort, and Homecoming King and Queen
senior contenders Bria Bostick and Akeem Burns and
Brittany McKenzie and Alias
Middleton.
The culmination of festivities took place at halftime with the crowning of
seniors Brittany McKenzie
as Homecoming Queen
and Alias Middleton as
Homecoming King.
Congratulation to the
Gibbs High School 2013
Homecoming Court.

      

Dr. Frogue’s Hair Styling



Relaxer retouch with haircut
and/or demi permanent color
ONLY $55 (Reg. $80)

   
   
 

Expires Nov. 31, 2013
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CRA workshop focuses on
technology of neighborhood
development
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
There are 20 neighborhood plans currently
being implemented in St.
Petersburg that will be
evaluated to determine
their individual accomplishments. The plans will
also provide data to the
Southside Community Redevelopment Area Plan
(CRA).
Some developments already realized in the
neighborhoods are improved drainage and lighting, enhanced sidewalks
and an increase in business development and retention.
Records of the neighborhood plans that exist
since 1983 includes, but
are not limited to, the 16th
Street Commercial Revitalization Project, Dome Industrial Park Pilot Project
site (2000), Midtown
(2002), Tangerine Avenue
(2003), Dome Industrial
Park (2007) and Greater
Childs Park Area (2007).
There are special area
plans such the Central Avenue Revitalization Plan,
the establishment of the
Jobs Corp Center in 2010
and the completion of the
renovation of the Manhattan Casino, which has contracted with Sylvia’s
Restaurant from Harlem
and will be opening its
doors next month.
At the second of four
planned installments of

community
education
workshops, Rick Smith,
CRA Coordinator and
Derek Kilborn, the manager of Urban Planning
and Historic Preservation,
both with the Planning
and Economic Development Department of the
city explained some technical aspects of the CRA
plan at its meeting held
this Mon., Oct. 7 at pTEC.
This workshop focused on
the role of planning and
zoning in community revitalization.
“Since 1990 we have
neighborhood plans with
20 plans so far that provides a micro-picture of
each
neighborhood,
dwellings, income levels
and targeted improvements by the people,”
Smith said. “We will evaluate these plans, see where
we stand and go from
there.”
With any development
there will be rules and regulations; therefore Kilborn
stressed to all interested
parties the need to understand the terminology that
relates to the Southside
CRA project in areas such
as land use, zoning and
building and site design as
regulated by the city
He also discussed
other opportunities for additional development potential to permit changes
for private developers: a
developer’s bonus and historic preservation designation.
Representatives from

CRA Coordinator
Rick Smith
Agenda 2010 and the
NAACP attended the
workshop and expressed
concerns about specifics
for incentives and permit
variances processes.
More specific information about developer incentives and variance
opportunities will be discussed at future workshops. The public is
encouraged to attend
these workshops. The
Nov. 14 workshop will be
about economic and business development, and
housing and neighborhood revitalization will be
discussed at the Dec. 4
meeting.
All workshops will be
held at pTEC, 901 34th St.
S., St. Petersburg, on the
second level in room G-8
at 6 p.m.
For further assistance
pertaining to the Proposed
Southside St. Petersburg
CRA, please contact CRA
Coordinator Rick Smith at
727-893-7106.

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Nine year old future author
BY MISS “M”

ST. PETERSBURG –
Yes, the title is correct.
Nine-year-old
Nazhia
Reynolds has written three
books and is in the process
of getting them published
soon.
Born and raised in
St. Petersburg, this gifted
student attends Perkins Elementary School. Currently
in the fourth grade, her favorite subjects are dance,
drama and physical education.
Nazhia began writing
early this year and hasn’t
stopped. Her first book entitled “The Lonely Caterpillar” is an exceptionally well
written, touching story. Her
talent shines through in this
first read, and as time goes
on she will only get better
and better.
Nazhia is very focused
on her writings. One of the
reasons she wants her
books published now is to
help her mom. She is very
concerned about her working all the time and wants to
be a blessing to her.

Nazhia Reynolds
According to proud mom
Latavia, Nazhia is a very determined little girl. She said
her daughter is always writing and coming up with new
ideas. She also finds the time
to dance for the youth ministry at W.I.N.G.S. Fellow-

ship Church.
Way to go little sister!
I love her enthusiasm and
determination. If you are interested in reading Nazhia’s
book, contact me at students.comefirst@
yahoo.com.

Local resident elected to BIG
ST. PETERSBURG —
A. LaVerne Feaster was
elected Region IV, 2nd vice
president of Blacks in Government (BIG). Her term of
office will be January 1, 2014
through December 31, 2015.
BIG was organized in
1975 and incorporated as a
non-profit organization under
the District of Columbia jurisdiction in 1976. Its purpose
is to be an advocate of equal
opportunity and professional
development for black government employees, and others dedicated to justice for all,
at the city, county, state, and
federal government levels.
Region IV consists of the
states of Alabama, Florida,
Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South
Carolina and Tennessee.
The national website is
www.bignet.org.
Feaster was the cofounder and charter president of Bay Area Blacks in
Government which is the

A. LaVerne Feaster
local chapter in the Tampa
Bay area. The Bay area
chapter meets the third
Tuesday in each month at
4:45 p.m. on the campus of
Bay Pines VA Medical
Center in the Post Office

Auditorium.
All interested public sector employees (city, county,
federal, and state) are invited
to become a part of the local
chapter. For more information, contact 727-278-6199.
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